
 
 

 
Dear Kindergarten Parents, 
 
  The purpose of this letter is to share with you information about 
Mrs. Yacovelli’s Full-Day Kindergarten classroom.  I hope that the 
following information helps to alleviate some anxiety that you and your 
child may be experiencing with the start of Kindergarten.  
 
1) NAMES:  Please put your child’s first and last name on ALL school bags, lunch boxes, 
coats, and everything that comes to school! 
 
2) FISH BINDER:  Our classroom uses an organizational binder to help with home-school 
communication.  I call it our “FISH” Binder.  “FISH” stands for “Family Involvement Starts 
Here”.  In the binder you will find a money pouch, labeled pocket dividers, and sleeves 
of other important classroom and school information.  You will receive your child’s 
binder at Kindergarten Orientation.  If you cannot attend Orientation, your child will 
bring home our FISH Binder on the first day of school.  The purpose of the binder is to 
help all of us stay organized and communicate more effectively.  FISH Binders go 
home every night in school bags and then return again to school each morning.  
Please see that your child brings the FISH Binder to school everyday!   

 
3) SNACK:  Please send one simple, healthy snack food and a drink EVERYDAY for a 
morning snack. No soda or candy. If you decide to pack a snack and drink in a 
lunchbox-type container, talk to your child so they understand the difference between 
the snack you packed for them to eat and what is their actual packed lunch food. 
You may want to use two separate containers for snack & lunch.  The children get 
quite confused in the beginning of the year.  For example, some children will eat all 
the food in their lunchbox at snack-time and have nothing left for lunch.  Some 
children want to buy a school lunch, but have crackers and a juice box in their “lunch-
box” and think the crackers and juice is lunch, therefore not sure what to do.  You can 
help by talking to your child each day to let them know what is snack and what is 
lunch for each day.  You can even put sticky notes on “snack” and “lunch”.  I also 
encourage you to send a water bottle with your child to help them stay hydrated 
each day.  Refillable bottles with your child’s name on are best. 
 
4) LUNCH:  Each day lunch is offered to purchase for $2.70.  Milk is included in the 
price.  Packers cannot bring “heat-ups” to school for lunch. The cafeteria does not 
have access to microwaves to heat up lunches for the amount of children who pack 
a lunch. Packed lunches need to be “ready-to-eat”.   

On days when your child is buying a school lunch, discuss the lunch choices at 
home so students have an idea about what they would like to purchase that day.  
Menus are sent home with students for each month or you may access a menu on our 
district website.   

 
 



 
Parents may deposit funds into your child’s lunch account by using the online system, 
My School Bucks https://www.myschoolbucks.com/ver2/login/getmain?requestAction=home  Or use the free 
app.  You will need to set up an online account.  This system is preferred since children 
will not need to carry money to school and you can keep track of your child’s lunch 
account.  Or, you may send cash to school. Please put student’s name and account # 
on the envelope and place in the money pouch of our FISH Binder. Money needs to be 
handed to me first thing in the morning.  No money is exchanged in the cafeteria.  All 
money is delivered to the cafeteria and then deposited into your child’s account so it 
is available for use at lunchtime.   
 Children making purchases in the school cafeteria will use a keypad 
(similar to photo at right) to enter their student ID#.  I will have cards 
available with each students’ ID number for when students need to make a 
purchase. 

Breakfast will again be offered before the start of school (8:40-9:00 
am) in the cafeteria. Breakfast menu is included in the lunch menu sent 
home with students.  Breakfast price is $1.70. 
 **IMPORTANT**: Free and Reduced Lunch forms are available at www.pgsd.org 
Please be reminded that if your family has qualified for Free/Reduced lunch last year, 
a new application form must be completed and returned for this school year.  
 
5) PICKUP/DISMISSAL:  Send a note to school if you are picking your child up before OR 
at the end of the school day.  Your child can be released to you only in the school 
office.  If there is a change in the way your child is to go home at the end of the day 
(ex. picked up in walker line or by another adult), I must have a note from you.  School 
policy states that I send your child on the assigned dismissal bus unless I have written 
communication from the parent.  Verbal requests by the children are not accepted. 
 
6) ENCORE:  Kindergarteners receive 45 minutes of special area instruction everyday 
from 1:55-2:40 P.M.  These classes are called “Encore” classes.  Encore class begins on 
the first day of school.  Be sure to have your child wear sneakers on our Phys. Ed. Day. 

Day 1:  Library; Day 2: Art; Day 3: Health;  
Day 4: Music; Day 5: Computer; Day 6: Physical Education 

 
7) SCHOOL SUPPLIES:  See the enclosed list of school supplies for Kindergarten.  No 
other supplies are needed.  I would appreciate your cooperation with this matter. 
 
8) ATTENDANCE:  Regular attendance is important for your Kindergartener.  On days 
when your child is absent or tardy, send a note to school the following day.  If a note 
or Excuse Card is not returned within 3 days of the absence, the absence is marked 
“Unlawful”. 
 
9) BIRTHDAYS:  Just a reminder that class treats must be a non-food item.  Cupcakes 
and cookies are no longer acceptable treats for birthdays, holidays, and special 
occasions.  
 
 



 
10) INDEPENDENCE:  Self-care is important for Kindergarteners.  With occasional help, 
children should be able to tie shoes, zip zippers, wash hands, and have independent 
bathroom hygiene.  We are lucky to have a restroom located in our classroom. J 
Some Kindergarteners do have the occasional bathroom accident.  Please consider 
packing an extra pair of clean underwear in a plastic zip-bag and storing in your 
child’s schoolbag.  Most schoolbags have some kind of extra pocket that can be used 
to privately store underwear in case of emergency. 
 
11) MEET THE TEACHER:  “Back to School Night” is scheduled for West Pottsgrove 
Elementary School on Thursday, September 12, 2019 @ 6:30-8:00 PM.  On that night you 
will be introduced to our Kindergarten curriculum and classroom routines. Please hold 
progress-type questions for me until our November conferences.  This is an adult-only 
event. 
 
12) COMMUNICATION:  Please complete both sides of the enclosed “Parent-Teacher 
Communication” form and return it on the first day of school or bring it to Kindergarten 
Orientation.  Throughout the year, please feel free to call me at school (610-323-6510 
ext. 6714) with any questions or concerns you may have.  Or you may wish to simply 
send a note with your concerns.  I will make every effort to get back to you as soon as 
possible.  You may also e-mail me at school at: syacovelli@pgsd.org.  Email is the best 
way to reach me. 

I also use the Class Dojo app to stay connected.  See the enclosed invitation to 
with your child’s personalized code.  The app is free!  

 It is also very helpful to me to let me know when there are changes in your 
child’s life outside of school.  An open line of communication is important for parent 
and teacher to provide a successful Kindergarten experience for your child. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mrs. Sharon Yacovelli 
August 2019 
 


